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Ngaruawahia Regatta 2010
Thursday 18th March
Primary School Kopapa Regatta

Friday 19th March
Secondary School Kopapa Regatta

Saturday 20th March
400m Kopapa Sprints ($20 p/team Entry Fee – Prize Pool of $1200)

400m Marae Waka Ama Sprints (Free Entry – Trophies)

13km OC1 Taupiri Dash ($10 per paddler – Prize Pool of $1400)
Ngaruawahia Regatta was first held in 1896 on the banks of the Waipa and Waikato Rivers – The Point.  The main feature was KOPAPA and hurdle races.  People come from all over the ‘motu’ to see the Waka Taua parade – which features up to 7 waka taua, namely Taatahiora, Taheretikitiki, Tumanako and Rangatahi.  It is an atmosphere for everyone – all whanau, friends etc… with food stalls galore, sideshows and the best Haangi in NZ!

Last year, 2009, was the inaugural OC1 Taupiri Dash, of which Tyrin Thomas won.  This year we have extended the divisions for racing and ‘prize money’.  Divisions for the OC1 Taupiri Dash include:-  Open Men, Open Women, Master Men, Master Women (OC1’s) .  
For Kopapa – everyone is on an even playing field – even waka ama pro’s.  Last year local boys ‘Kamokamo Patch’ annihilated Tyrin Thomas and co.  That was a sight to see!  There will be prize money for Kopapa – with Open Men and Open Women divisions.

Most secondary schools use this regatta as a good training for the National Secondary Schools Waka Ama Sprints (held March 22-26th).  The schools involve come from Rotorua, Whakatane, Taupo, Ngaruawahia, Hamilton, Huntly, Tuakau and Auckland.  Local schools try to keep their trophies, however, competition gets tougher each year.

For more information contact Waki Simon on 0278545511 or 

email on: simon_morgan@clear.net.nz 
